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DEDICATION SERVICES, NATIONAL OFFICE NAACP
Saturday, Oct. 18, 1986
Prelude .
Hymn .

.

. .

.

Organist

. .

.
Rabbi David Saperstein

Invocation .
Solo .

.

.

.
Dedicatory Litany

Minister:

In the name of God the Creator, God the Son, and
God the Holy Spirit,

People:

We gladly and humbly dedicate this building.

Minister:

For inspiration of our minds and the illumination
of our spirits,

People:

We dedicate this building we have prayed and dreamed
about for years.

Minister:

That h ere a well arranged and well equipped building
will be a beacon to guide our lives , inspire our
people, and be a witness of our faith and determination and courage to posterity,

People:

We dedicate this building of NAACP wi th gratitude
to o ur l eaders dead and living for this NEW DAY.

Minister:

For a building that in itself shall teach and incarnate the doctrine that ALL are brothers and sisters
created in the image of God,

People:

We dedicate this building, knowing so many sacrificed
and l ooked forward to this day.

Minister:

For the comfort of those who mourn, for strength
for those who are weak, for those bruised by injustices, for those fighti ng in the trenches out
on the battlefields of justice t his day,

People:

We gladly and prayerfully dedicate this building,
knowing the fight is not over.

-2Minister:

In memory of the numerous heroes and heroines
of the faith and Civil Rights struggle, many
who died fighting for justice and equality;
those who MUST be in that great cloud of witnesses
looking in upon us today,

People:

Yes, we happily dedicate this building, fully
aware that we are not alone but a GREAT host of
our devoted and devout members are with us.

(Here the Keys to Building are Presented:)

Leslie Levi
J. Howard Henderson

Speaker ( s) :
Colley:

We feel so inadequate for this solemn task and
responsibility.
Keys s p eak a loud language and
are a great symbol. We have had doubts about
reaching this plateau, but it g i ves us great
joy and pride to present these keys.

Bd. of Dir.:
Gibson:

We have come a long way, but we are aware we
have a long way to go. This was truly a venture
of faith.
For 77 years we have rented, but today
we can thank God and our many friends for standing
with us to see the realization of a dream come
true. We now have a place we can call home. We
implore our loyal members and supporters to "Hold
Fast" with us until the liquidation of the last
dollar of indebtedness on this building. We
are gratified to share in this glorious dedication
program.

Solo: .Youth of NAACP: We have great appreciation for this meaningful,
John Davis:
spacious and magnificent building. We have deep
and keen admiration for our l eadership which l ed
us to this High moment in the life of our NAACP.
This building will add so much in our future
struggle for human dignity.
The youth across this
nation are very excited and grateful and we, too,
join with others in the dedication of this building.
The Staff:
Jerry Guess:

We, too, are thankful for these facilities which
are conducive to work. As a staff, we promise
to give the best service that we can, to speed the
day when all of God's children will be able to enjoy
the blessings of liberty and the security of justice.
We dedicate our hands, our talents, an d our efforts
to this noble cause.
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Gen. Membership:
What a day! What a joyous day! We have good
Al Deal:
news to disseminate across the length and breath
of this land. We now pledge our unstinting support
to hold up the hands of our Leaders until the "going
down of the sun." We are elated to be a part and
to be involved in the oldest, strongest and most
respected Civil Rights organization in this country.
We gladly join in this dedication service. Count
on us every step of the way .
Local Pres.:

Just as Joshua establed a MARKER where his people
crossed over Jordan, so we today Raise our MARKER
of Achievement, so when posterity asks the meaning
of this Marker, we can gladly tell them the Lord
aided us in this gigantic undertaking. This is
exciting News for our numerous branches. Very
glad we are included in this High Day for NAACP
and all our friends.

People:

Amen, Amen, Amen.

Statement by the Executive Director:
Statement by Chairman of the National Board:
Statement by Special Contribution Fund Chairman:
Statement by National Board President:
Statement by Clergy: This is really a "Red Letter Day" in the
life of the church across this country. The
CHURCH has been with the NAACP since its inception,
and we have earnestly tried to answer its every
call. The record will reflect that we have many
MINISTERS as presidents of units and on the staff
and the Board. We are grateful to Almighty God
for this achievement which will be a Beacon light
to churches saying also if we get up and work with
God, he will make a way. Have no doubts, we are
here to stay . We have great admiration for the
organization and keen appreciation for the leadership. May God give us good shoes for the road and
strength for the journey. Amen. Amen.

-4Bishop Wm. Smith: Dearly Beloved , this building, which by the
favor of God and the labor of humankind, has been
so far completed, embodies the obligation of
each generation to impart its treasures of wisdom,
the pursuit of justice and equality and knowledge
to the generations to follow. For the fulfillment
of this task, we need not only the best that
humankind can do but , above all, the blessing of
Almighty God.
Let us therefore give God praise for His aid in
this undertaking, and offer our prayers on behalf
of those who by their gifts or their service shall
unite in fulfilling the purpose for which this
building has been purchased, renovated and dedicated.
Clergy:

We give thanks to God for the wisdom, the tenacity
and the courage of those men and women whose vision
of a future uncluttered by racism; whose belief in
the promise that all of God's creatures have worth
and inate dignity and fashioned out of this lofty
ideal the National Association for the Advancement
of Colored People.

Clergy:

We acknowledge the debt which we owe to those unsung
heroes and heroines whose b l ood, sweat and tears
helped pave the path of racial progress made in
this nation . These courageous stalwarts of freedom
be l ieved fervent l y that through their efforts and
with the blessing of Almighty God they could help
usher in the day when all of God's children would
enjoy the blessings of freedom and the security of
justice .

PSALM 122
Clergy:

I was glad when they said unto me, let us go into
the house of the Lord.

People:

Our feet shall stand within thy gates, 0 Jerusalem.

Clergy:

Jerusalem is builded as a city that is compact together.

People:

Whither the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord,
unto the testimony of Israel, to give thanks unto
the name of the Lord.

-5Clergy:

We acknowledge with grateful hearts the sacrifices
of those who have headed this organization and who
by their unstinting loyalty, devotion and commitment to our fight for freedom helped to lay the
foundation upon which we now build. Their memories
are beacons for us to follow and cornerstones upon
which we can build. May we be diligent in our
efforts and so conduct ourselves and the affairs
of this organization that we might be worthy of
the praise of generations yet unborn.

ACT OF DEDICATION:

Bishop William Milton Smith
Dr. Benjamin Lawson Hooks

Eternal God, the giver of every good and perfect
gift--the architect of justice--the protector of
the weak--in thy name and in the name of all
humanity, we dedicate this edifice of brick, mortar
and storn to the simple cause of justice and equality.
We come in the name of those who have cried out
since the dawn of creation for the elimination of
mankind's inhumanity. We come in the name of those
like the prophet Amos who ca-led for justice to
roll down like waters and righteousness like a
mighty stream. We come in the name of giants like
Walter White and Roy Wilkins, Steven Gill Spottswood,
Mary White Ovington and Ida Wells Barnett and all those
who labored in the vineyard seeking the dawning of
a new day. We come in the name of those men and
women who are still entrapped by prisons of poverty,
engulfed by the reigns of growing conservatirm,
yet who cry out of a bottomless vitality for the
dawning of a day when the sun light of love and
opportunity shall shine upon all of God's children.
We come in the name of those men and women who
serve on the Board of Directors, those men and
women who head our state and area conferences,
those men and women who work in the trenches in
over 2200 communities in our Branches, and the
young people in our youth and college chapters.
We come in the name of our slave foreparents who
dreamt of the day when we would enter freedom's
door.
In these collective names we dedicate this
building forever to the struggle for justice and
equality. May those who work here and those who
assemble here always be mindful of the seriousness
of our mission. May this organization grow and may
injustices ceas.
("Lift Every Voice and Sing")
BENEDICTION

